






Some issues can only be resolved by outright purchase of some critical lands. Developing a long term 
funding source is important. One option is to provide local taxpayer funding through a vote. 
Again, thank you for all the time that is being put into updating the plan. 
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Barns Fortified for the Next 67 Years 
Last summer the Land Trust completed a $63,000 repair project 
to ensure the big barn stands tall for decades to come. With the 
help of Roscoe Company’s crew, the big barn has a new lease on 
life. Armed with hydraulic jacks, custom cut-to-fit logs from Robbie 
Fuller, and plenty of coffee the talented crew began carefully 
replacing the old with the new, remaining within the reliable 
building style and materials of 1942. The barn now stands on 
entirely brand new sill logs, has reinforced siding on the upper 
south face, all new roof screws, a strong dormer on the west 
side, and tidy renovated window sills. Both the small horse barn 
and the big barn were then dressed in the finest barn red by 
Martell Murphy painters. Not much to change about such perfect 
construction, just a little tune up to ensure those glimmering 
domed roofs remain on the horizon for generations to come. 

Gil Ordway: Then and Now

When reflecting back on his involvement 
in the Hardeman Meadows Campaign, 
Gil Ordway humbly states that the 
Hardeman lands were working well as a 
pasture and his desire as a conservation 
buyer was simply to keep it open 
space with minimal development. Gil’s 
commitment to purchase the Hardeman 
Meadows property from the Land Trust, 
with a retained conservation easement, 
was a critical part in completing a deal 
that was a huge risk for the Land Trust at 
the time.  

Gil continues to assist the Land Trust 
each year, coming through with an 
outstanding level of support. With his 
long history in the valley, Gil is well aware 
of the ongoing work of the Land Trust 
and knows that the deals these days are 
more complicated, thus making his role 
as a key donor consistently vital both 
then and now. 

When the Hardeman property was at risk for development 
twenty years ago, this community stepped up to make the wise investment of 
maintaining this iconic complex of agricultural structures within its scenic hayfield. 
Everyone of us has inherited the benefit of these hard working and generous 
individuals—a textured palette of honest, lacy, efficient barn forms clad in rich color 
that are stitched into their open landscape. This is an accomplishment that serves 
as a lesson learned as we are faced with upcoming challenges that will insist upon 
creative solutions and continued strong community support.

This summer we celebrate the value of the Hardeman project, one that 
cannot be measured in dollars but in a rich history that brings connection to past 
traditions, including a love for the land. Love for this place has been the impetus for many 
of the conservation easements held by the Land Trust. We are continually investigating 
what it is we can do to make significant differences for the future of this special region while 
positioning our organization for a safe voyage during difficult times.

Thank you for your continued generosity that helps provide care and maintenance for this 
special world by supporting the Land Trust’s successful protection projects and stewardship 
practices. I look forward to celebrating with you at the picnic on August 9th.

							            — Peggy Gilday, President

From the president[ ]

We are continually 
investigating what it 
is we can do to make 
significant differences 
for the future of this 
special region.
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